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A READER'S GUIDETO THE LITERARY
PUBS & INNS OF DORSET & SOMERSET

Terry Townsend

Most people enjoy visiting old inns simply because
they feel a vague sense of history. This pleasure
can be greatly enhanced if a few facts are known
about its past. Every county in England has its
share of literary pubs and inns but the southern
counties are particularly blessed. This book is a
literary pub crawl around two of England’'s most
beautiful and least spoilt shires, Dorset and
Somerset, following in the steps of famous and
lesser known writers.
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Here are town pubs, country pubs, village pubs, ABOUT THEAUTHOR
Retired graphic designer Terry

riverside pubs and seaside pubs all with one thing , o
Townsend has combined his life-long

in common; they have been immortalised by

o . . interests in English Literature and {3’
association with books or writers. Among the English pubs to produce this reader’s ‘é‘? (-8
many characters you will meet along the way are ~ guide to those twin sources of delight \ am:mt
Lorna Doone, Sam Weller, Inspector Morse, Tess of ahfhag,nus‘?;"ecm' Tlem:j "Jwes, n ?Orset ! X
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the d'Urbervilles, Barry Lyndon, The Ancient Mariner, Smudge. _

Anne Elliot and her Captain Wentworth, The French
Lieutenant's Woman. The Mayor of Casterbridge and
a Poet Laureate turned thriller writer.

HALSGROVE CATALOGUE
The full Halsgrove catalogue

is available free or visit Format: Hardback, 128 pages, 210x148mm,
The literary pilgrimage has long been accepted as www.halsgrove.com profusely illustrated with colour photographs
a good excuse to travel. Now, if you need it, you for regional and category Price: £9.99 r ‘
also have a good excuse to pop down the pub. listings of available titles. ISBN: 978 0 85704 215 6 :
|||ustrated.throughout Iin co!our, this handy new e 2 T Imprl:nt: PiXzZ ixy
hardback is the essential guide to more than fifty Halsgrove House, Published: September 2013
of the most characterful hostelries in the fair Ryelands Business Park,
counties of Dorset and Somerset and their Bagley Road, Wellington,

Great Boolks from

famous literary links. Cheers and good reading! Somerset TA2| 9PZ

Tel: 01823 653777

Fax: 01823 216796
www.halsgrove.com
e-mail: sales@halsgrove.com

your Local Bookseller

The Halsgrove Group includes DAA Halsgrove Ltd., Halsgrove Ltd. & Halstar Ltd.
Registered in England & Wales Nos. 4136732, 6029724 & 6472636 at Halsgrove House, Wellington TA2| 9PZ.
Imprints: Halsgrove, Ryelands, Halstar, PiXZ Books & Halswood Journals. Halsgrove® is a registered trademark. Copyright© 2013



ONCE UPON A PINT

The Ship Inn Swanage where Enid Blyton brought her daughters in
May 1940 for the first of many holidays staying in the town.

THE FAMOUS GROUSE

FAMOUS PUBS

THE CROWN AT WELLS

BUILT IN 1450 AS HOUSES, THE CROWN IS FAMOUS
FOR BEING FEATURED IN THE 2007 COMEDY HOT
FUZZ, WHICH WAS DIRECTED BY LOCAL BOY
EDGAR WRIGHT. A NUMBER OF CELEBS HAVE
ALSO VISITED INCLUDING JONATHAN ROSS,
STEPHEN MERCHANT AND ROLF HARRIS.

2011

- i
", o
Mous ron a rERS®

Above: As a result of the film, Hot Fuzz the Crown at
Wells is now one of the top 100 Famous Grouse pubs

Left: The sixteenth-century Acorn Inn in Evershot
appears as the Sow & Acorn at Evershead, in two of
Thomas Hardy's powerful stories: Interlopers at the
Knap and The First Countess of Wessex.
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The partly uncovered
priest hols in the
main bar.

huge barn facing the Crown’s spacious car park suggests its

use for large numbers of carriages, horses and their fodder.

The entrance to the ‘Pure Drop’ is through a deep porch,
where a heavy oak door opens into the big main bar with
stone walls and steps down to the flagged floor. Leading off

from this area are smaller heavily-beamed irregularly shaped

rooms used for dining, The floar in frant of the inglencok fire-
place is marked out for the old form of bar skittles. A priest
hole is partly uncovered in the main bar where it leads

through into an old panelled room

Along the roadside frontage, a carriage arch shelters under
an exterior stone staircase which leads to the first floor of the

extension where courts were held. Today the Crown could be

described as the crown jewel in Dorset brewer's Hall &

| Woodhouse estate. They have recently spent lavishly on

refurbishment but have been faithful to the essence of this

ancient country inn.
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Hunter's Moon
Thoma 1y (1840 - 1928)

This ‘blink and you'll miss it hamlet on the A352, features in
two of Thomas Hardy’s stories. The quartet of itinerant char-

it A A— ; Jev  Theinn sign et s
acters in A Trampwoman's Tragedy roam through the New Tl san win o

Forest and the Blackmore Vale; climb the Mendips, ford the o graphically il
irates the concegt of

Yeo river near Yeovil and head on through the Marshwood  a hunter’s moen,

Fens:

: burning on our backs,

Above left: The Sam Wellers" unusual and attractive pub sign.

Our shoulders sticking to our packs,

By fosseway, fields, and tarnpike tracks
We skirted sad Sedge-Moor

Above right: The George & Pilgrims featues in J. C. Powys’ tour-de-force novel A Glastonbury
Romance.

Example of a double-page spread.



